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ARENA announces new priorities  
The Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) today announced five priorities for 
new investment and a new, streamlined funding programme structure. 

ARENA CEO Ivor Frischknecht made the announcements and also released ARENA’s 
updated General Funding Strategy and Investment Plan at a stakeholder event in 
Sydney.  

The five priorities are: 

 integrating renewables and grids 

 renewables for use in industrial processes 

 off grid areas 

 fringe of grid and constrained sections of the grid 

 large scale solar photovoltaics (PV). 

“The five priorities represent current market imperatives or opportunities and are the 
main areas where ARENA investment can have the greatest impact at this point in 
time,” Mr Frischknecht said. 

“To date, ARENA has invested $1.1 billion in 230 renewable energy projects across the 
innovation chain, with each funding dollar leveraging close to two dollars of funding 
from other sources – these targeted priorities will allow us to build on our existing 
portfolio, creating the conditions that will accelerate change. 

“While ARENA will be actively pursuing these priorities, we will also continue to fund 
high merit projects in a further 12 areas as outlined in the Investment Plan.”  

Mr Frischknecht said ARENA was streamlining its programme structure, making it 
simpler to apply for funding and cutting red tape.  

“From 1 August we will transition to two funding programmes – the existing Research 
and Development (R&D) Programme and a new Advancing Renewables Programme, 
which will replace all other existing programmes,” Mr Frischknecht said. 

“We will continue to run R&D funding rounds and will also announce targeted funding 
rounds through the Advancing Renewables Programme, which is open to high merit 
applications at any time. 

“We are proposing a new large scale solar auction for approximately 200 MW worth of 
projects, with $80-100 million support from ARENA, and will be seeking feedback 
shortly with the intention to open the round in September 2015.” 

 and Mr Frischknecht’s speech  are available on the ARENA Chair Greg Bourne’s speech
ARENA website along with further information on the Advancing Renewables Programme 
and ARENA General Funding Strategy and Investment Plan. 

http://www.arena.gov.au/
http://arena.gov.au/speech_presentation/arena-priorities-speech-by-ivor-frischknecht-ceo-arena
http://arena.gov.au/speech_presentation/arena-priorities-speech-by-greg-bourne-arena-chair
http://arena.gov.au/programmes/advancing-renewables-programme
http://arena.gov.au/about-arena/corporate-publications/
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About ARENA 

ARENA was established by the Australian Government to make renewable energy 
technologies more affordable and increase the amount of renewable energy used in 
Australia. ARENA invests in renewable energy projects, supports research and 
development activities, boosts job creation and industry development, and increases 
knowledge about renewable energy. ARENA is currently supporting more than 
200 projects and is actively seeking new projects to support. 

 


