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Historic day for Australian solar as 12 new plants get support 

 

Once completed, the 12 project supported ARENA’s large-scale solar funding round are 
expected to triple the amount of renewable energy Australia produces from solar farms, 
providing a significant boost to jobs and economic development.    

For less than $92 million in ARENA grant funding, this initiative is supporting the construction of 
12 new solar PV plants, leveraging around $1 billion of commercial investment. 

Regional economies will benefit hugely from this growth in Australia’s burgeoning large scale 
solar industry with more than 2,300 new jobs being created. 

Between them, these 12 projects will involve building, installing, connecting and deploying more 
than 480 megawatts (MW) of solar photovoltaic (PV) energy to electricity grids across three 
states, with six plants in Queensland, five plants in New South Wales and one plant in Western 
Australia. 

Equivalent to the annual energy use of 150,000 average Australian homes, 480MW of 
renewable energy also meets approximately 10 per cent of the new capacity needed to meet 
Australia’s 2020 Renewable Energy Target (RET), or the reduction of about 1 million tonnes of 
Co2 emissions from our atmosphere per year. 

The RET is an Australia Government policy designed reduce emission of greenhouse gases in the 
electricity sector by ensuring at least 33,000 gigawatt-hours of Australia's electricity comes 
from renewable sources by the year 2020. 

Leading independent analysis firm Bloomberg New Energy Finance, has a confident outlook on 
the economics of large-scale solar PV, predicting that around 40 per cent of new global energy 
capacity will be filled by large-scale solar plants between 2015 and 2020. 
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ARENA’s grant funding support of the Australian renewable energy sector over the past four 
years has been the major driving force behind the development of the nation’s large-scale solar 
PV industry, with the technology expected to reach commercial parity with wind power by 
2019. 

Early large-scale solar generation, like Moree Solar Farm, and AGL’s Nyngan and Broken Hill 
plants, needed around $1.60 of ARENA funding per watt to get off the ground, yet in three short 
years the funding required from ARENA for these 12 new projects expected to go forward has 
dropped to 19 cents per watt. 

The first of these 12 large-scale solar projects is expected to commence construction as early as 
December this year, with the others to follow in 2017-18. 

ARENA estimates by project: 

Darling Downs Solar Farm in Dalby, QLD by Origin Energy will generate 110MW and provide 
around 550 new jobs. ARENA is providing $20.0 million in support to this $216.7 million project. 

Whitsunday Solar Farm in Collinsville, QLD by Whitsunday Solar will generate 58.1MW and 
provide around 290 new jobs. ARENA is providing $9.5 million in support to this $122.4 million 
project. 

Parkes Solar Farm, NSW by Neoen Australia will generate 50.6MW and provide around 253 new 
jobs. ARENA is providing $7.5 million in support to this $107.9 project. 

Kidston Solar Farm, QLD by Genex Power will generate 50MW and provide around 250 new 
jobs. ARENA is providing $8.9 million in support to this $126.2 million project. 

Manildra Solar Farm, NSW by Infigen Energy will generate 42.5MW and provide around 212 
new jobs. ARENA is providing $10.9 million in support to this $109.3 million project. 

Collinsville Solar Power Station, QLD by RATCH Australia Corporation will generate 42MW and 
provide around 210 new jobs. ARENA is providing $9.5 million in support to this $95.9 million 
project. 

Griffith Solar Farm, NSW by Neoen Australia will generate 25MW and provide around 125 new 
jobs. ARENA is providing $5 million in support to this $54.6 million project. 

Oakey Solar Farm, QLD by Canadian Solar (Australia) will generate 25MW and provide around 
125 new jobs. ARENA is providing $2.2 million in support to this $47.5 million project. 

Dubbo Solar Farm, NSW by NEOEN Australia will generate 24.2MW and provide around 121 new 
jobs. ARENA is providing $5.5 million in support to this $55.6 million project. 

Emu Downs Solar Farm in Cervantes, WA by APT Pipeline will generate 20MW and provide 
around100 new jobs. ARENA is providing $5.5 million in support to this $47.2 million project. 

White Rock Wind Farm in Glen Innes, NSW by Goldwind Australia will generate 20MW and 
provide around 100 new jobs. ARENA is providing $6.0 million in support to this $44.5 million 
project. 

Longreach Solar Farm, QLD by Canadian Solar (Australia) will generate 15MW and provide 
around 75 new jobs. ARENA is providing $1.3 million in support to this $28.7 million project. 


