
Solar R&D Round 3 Information Session  
Q&A Results 

 
Round Priorities 

 
Q: Sounds like the priorities (for this round) are around cells and modules, what about 
systems? When will ARENA fund projects which address PV systems that improve 
efficiency. 
 
A: System improvements which directly relate to cells and modules would be eligible. If the 
link is less tangible, then ARENA would have to assess on a case by case basis to 
determine eligibility. We recommend contacting ARENA prior to submitting an EOI to discuss 
eligibility. 
 
Q: How strictly will the round apply to solar  cell and module technology? What about 
supporting services, lifetime assessment for example? 
 
A: ARENA is interested in lifecycle assessment, however this round is really focused on 
driving down financial costs of solar PV. As cells and modules make up the majority of this 
cost, this is why the round is funding cell and module research.  
 
Q: When ARENA says ‘driving down costs’, is this the financial cost or environmental 
cost? 
A: In this case it is specifically the financial cost so it is up to the applicant to show how the 
lowering the environmental costs of solar PV also reduces the financial costs.  
 
Q: Can you give us an indication as to what priorities will be included in the next 
round of R&D funding?  
 
A: There are no clear plans available to date. In the future, it is anticipated that there may be 
solar R&D funding focusing on later stage research at a higher TRL.  Additionally, ARENA is 
also looking at other areas such as hydrogen or other renewables. 
 

Funding and Project Budget 
 
Q. Does the the 25 per cent variance to budget between EOI and Full Application 
apply to the total budget or just the ARENA grant? 
 
A. This variation applies to the total budget for the project.  Any variation in excess of 25 per 
cent must be justified in the Full Application and may impact ARENA’s assessment of merit.  
 
Q. Does ARENA anticipate cutting a certain percentage of the ARENA funding ask in 
order to fund more projects? 
 



A.ARENA assesses each project for value for money as part of its merit assessment.  If a 
project is found to be of high merit and approved for funding, ARENA will typically provide 
100 per cent of the funding ask.   ARENA may offer to fund less than the applicant’s funding 
ask if the funding envelope for the round has been exceeded (that is the lowest ranked 
project may receive less funding) or if there are certain part(s) of the project that do not 
warrant funding or are not well aligned to the round priorities..  
 
Q: If you are a private/corporate company, at what point do you have to demonstrate 
matching funds? i.e. when do you have to demonstrate that you have the cash in the 
bank or guaranteed access to the financial contribution? 
 
A: At EOI stage you have to give an indication of your budget.  
At the full application stage, you must be able to demonstrate that the funds requested are 
available for carrying out the project.. A letter of support must be included detailing the 
specifics of the partnership and contribution. 
 
Q: If your project has international researchers who are funded externally (salary paid 
overseas) can they join the project and would that person’s salary be considered a 
cash or in-kind contribution? If the salary is paid overseas, does it count?  
 
A: ARENA funds for use on overseas expenditure is limited to 10%. Any additional 
expenditure overseas can contribute to the project budget, but would be considered 
ineligible expenditure.  Overseas salaries should be considered as in-kind contributions.  
 
 
Q: If you have an existing ARENA-funded project and wish to add to or build on the 
project, can you apply for funding under this round? 
 
A: Yes. However, you must demonstrate that the project and associated funding request 
builds on the earlier work and is not duplicative.  
 
Q: Are there restrictions on how matched funds are provided? For example, can the 
funds be provided upfront rather than year by year basis or matching ARENA 
payment milestones? 
 
A: It is up to the applicant as to how and when they request funding.However, ARENA grants 
are normally paid in arrears. 
 
Q: Are Industry partner salaries considered eligible in-kind or cash expenditure? 
A: ARENA would normally consider salaries of existing staff or employees as in-kind 
contributions. 
 
Q: Is there minimum cash to in-kind expenditure ratio? 
 
A: No, there is no minimum ratio however a higher proportion of cash in a project is seen to 
be of higher merit. For example, if all your contribution is in-kind then ARENA’s position is 



that they are contributing all the cash. For this reason, the project may be considered of 
lower merit than a project that has a cash contribution. 
 
Q: Will ARENA fund a project which is considered to be TRL 1? 
 
A: ARENA does not fund projects that are at TRL1 or undertaking ‘blue sky’ research as the 
technology or idea is too unproven at that stage.  Other funding bodies such as the 
Australian Research Council (ARC) is able to fund this early stage research.  
 
 
Q: Will ARENA fund a pathway to commercialisation if it is included in application 
budget and can be achieved within a reasonable amount of time? 
 
A: Yes, so long as the project or technology starts with TRL2-4, as specified in the program 
eligibility criteria. 
 
Q: Will ARENA fund research into module system behaviour? Or how modules and 
the electronics interact within a system?  
A: Possibly,  however it is a grey area and may need to be assessed case by case. We 
encourage any applicant to send through specific eligibility queries to 
proposals@arena.gov.au. 
 
Q: Will there be a subsequent round where you look at system based research?  
A: ARENA has no clear plan of what type of R&D funding will be next in the solar PV area, 
however the last R&D round looked at balance of system costs. There are some plans to 
possibly look at lab to commercialisation processes for future R&D funding. ARENA hopes to 
develop a longer term schedule of all near future R&D rounds which will be made publically 
available in order to help researchers plan accordingly. 
 

Application Documentation and Submissions 
 
Q: Can you submit more than 1 application? Are there restrictions? 
 
A: Yes, you can submit more than one application. There are no restrictions as to the 
number of applications that a person or organisation can submit. Each application is 
assessed on its own merits, so higher quality applications are likely to have a higher chance 
of funding.. 
 
Q. Is there an option to upload letters of support at the EOI Stage? 
 
A. No, not at the EOI stage.  You can mention any support you expect from organisations or 
partners in the application..  Letters of support are required at the Full Application stage.  
  
Q. How many applications does ARENA expect at EOI stage? 
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A. Based on previous funding rounds, we anticipate receiving between 50 and 100 
applications, although it is difficult to predict.  
  
  
Q.What quantum of EOI’s does ARENA anticipate inviting to Full Application? 
 
A. ARENA will be targeting around a 50 per cent success rate at the Full Application stage. 
As such, we anticipate inviting approximately $40m worth of projects to submit a Full 
Application (i.e. double the approximate value of the round).  This figure depends heavily on 
the quality of the applications received.  If we receive a large number of high quality 
applications we may invite more applications through to the Full Application stage.  Similarly, 
we may invite less if the pool of EOIs are not of high merit.  
  
Q: Can a project team make significant changes to the EOI at the full application 
stage? 
 
A: We would not anticipate significant changes at the Full Application stage, although do 
recognise that at that time the project is more developed and things may change. Any 
changes to project scope or budget should be explained. 
 
Q: How far along the TRL pathway does the project need to progress? 
A: ARENA has no specific mandate for TRL progression within this round however those 
that expect to make some progress are likely to be seen as higher merit. There is no 
minimum or maximum but all applications must demonstrate how the project commences at 
a TRL between 2 - 4. ARENA also understands that when funding R&D, some projects will 
ultimately fail.  
 

Timing 
 
Q: Can projects extend past 2022 (that is the current life of ARENA)? Will ARENA be 
able to pay milestone payments after this date? 
 
A: Yes, ARENA must allocate all funds before  30 June 2022. At present, no new funds can 
be committed after this date.. ARENA will continue  to manage active projects past 2022 for 
the life of the contracts. 
 
Q: Is there a minimum or maximum length in which projects can run for?  
 
A:No. There is no minimum or maximum time frame, it’s up to the applicant. 
 

Project Teams and Partnerships 
 
Q. Is an industry partner necessary? 
 
A. No, an industry partner is not mandatory for Round 3.  
  



Q. Can we have international industry partners?  Is a domestic industry partner 
viewed more favourably? 
 
A. Yes you can have international industry partners.  Neither international nor domestic 
partners are considered to be more meritorious than the other.  As a general rule however, 
having a credible industry partner does increase merit. 
 
Q: Does ARENA want universities to work together on projects? 
 
A: ARENA does encourage collaboration but it is not essential. The focus on the quality of 
the project. 
ARENA does not mandate collaboration but may ask parties to collaborate if we think it 
would be beneficial and there are similarities between projects. Should ARENA approach 
any project team to suggest collaboration, it will with their permission and be optional for the 
parties as to whether they accept. 
 
Q: Is there a preference for small or large teams?  
 
A: There is no specification on the number of people or organisations involved with a project. 
However, a large team would need to demonstrate how they plan to effectively manage the 
workload across the lifetime of the project. A poorly coordinated group may be considered to 
represent a high risk to project success.  
 
Q: Are early career researchers assessed better if they partner with a higher level 
researcher? Will ARENA fund a PhD student? 
A: ARENA is conscious of the difficulties faced by  early stage researchers but this does not 
mean that ARENA will not award funding to a more junior researcher. It is up to the applicant 
to justify why they are the best person/group to conduct the research. The funding of PhD 
students within a project is considered eligible expenditure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


